
FRIENDS OF MICHIGAN HISTORY 

MINUTES from June 12, 2006 

President Spaniola called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. In Attendance: Spaniola, Dancisak, 
Wellman, Wiskemann, Stilwill, Green, Seeley, Truscott, Johnson, Tarr and Shawver. Guest Keith 
Harrison.  

The agenda was accepted as presented. 

Shawver MOVED/SUPPORTED by Tarr that the minutes of the May meeting be accepted, with L. Stilwill 
being noted as the Chair of the Nominations Committee. APPROVED. 

Spaniola introduced Friends member and guest at today?s meeting, Keith Harrison. 

Spaniola noted that members had before them a 2005/06 Annual Report. He thanked the board for the 
hard work that has led to the successful programs—and the contribution of over $12,000 in support of 
Michigan Historical Center programming over the past year. 

He indicated that he was going to meet with the president of the foundation regarding the development of 
a written agreement. He hoped this would help clear up questions he had regarding the funds due the 
Friends. This would also set the stage for agreements with the chapter organizations. Spaniola also 
asked that members send ideas to him, prior to the July meeting, for generating new members and 
fundraising programs. 

Treasurer Johnson presented the treasurer’s report. The balance as of March 31, 2006, was $9,132.65. 
Tarr MOVED/SUPPORTED by Green—that the report be accepted as presented. 

There were no bills presented for payment. 

Dancisak provided the museum report: 

Dancisak reported on the May 7 opening ceremony for the expanded Michigan Iron Industry Museum in 
Negaunee. Spaniola attended the program and represented the Friends. He also indicated that the 
budget process for FY 2007 was nearing completion. The opening of the Tinder exhibit on August 5 was 
mentioned. Dancisak also referred the board to the latest newsletter for an overview of recent happenings 
and upcoming events. 

It was suggested that a future meeting be held at Walker Tavern. Dancisak indicated he would explore 
the options for an August or September meeting. 

Committee Reports 

Map Preservation 
Work is in progress on the R. E. Olds blueprints as authorized by the board. 

Veterans Day 
Terry Fobbs has been selected as the speaker for this year’s program. 

Vets’ Magazines 
Tarr reported on options for providing Michigan History magazines to troops in the Middle East. An option 
that seemed very possible was to provide a limited number of back issues to Michigan units. He will 
explore the concept further and determine how this could be implemented. 



Nominations Committee 
Stilwill presented the Nominations Committee report. It was noted that all sitting board members were 
being put forward for renomination—excluding Dancisak who chose not to run. In addition, the names of 
Dr. Keith Pohl and Keith Harrison were put forward. 

Dancisak MOVED/SUPPORTED by Tarr, that the present board—excluding Dancisak be put forward for 
nomination—with the addition of Pohl and Harrison. APPROVED. 

New Business 

Wellman reported on maritime photos he was reviewing. A donation to the Archives of Michigan is 
possible. 

The effort to raise funds for a historical marker paying tribute to immigrants that were victims of the 
“Wreck on the Wabash” was presented. 

Wiskemann MOVED/SUPPORTED by Wellman that the meeting be adjourned, the time being 12:04 p.m. 

The next meeting of the Board of Directors will be on Monday, July 10, 2006, at 10 a.m. 

 


